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Preamble 
 
The States Parties to the present Covenant,  
 
Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nations, 
recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human 
family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,  
 
Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the human person,  
 
Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the ideal of free 
human beings enjoying freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions are created 
whereby everyone may enjoy his economic, social and cultural rights, as well as his civil and political 
rights,  
 
Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United Nations to promote universal 
respect for, and observance of, human rights and freedoms,  
 
Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals and to the community to which he 
belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for the promotion and observance of the rights recognized in 
the present Covenant,  
 
Agree upon the following articles:  
 

PART I 
 
 
 
Article 1  
 
1. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their 
political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.  
 
2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources without 
prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic co-operation, based upon the 
principle of mutual benefit, and international law. In no case may a people be deprived of its own 
means of subsistence.  
 
3. The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having responsibility for the 
administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories, shall promote the realization of the right of 
self-determination, and shall respect that right, in conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the 
United Nations.  
 

PART II 
 

 
 
Article 2  
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1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and through 
international assistance and co-operation, especially economic and technical, to the maximum of its 
available resources, with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of the rights recognized 
in the present Covenant by all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of legislative 
measures.  
 
2. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to guarantee that the rights enunciated in the 
present Covenant will be exercised without discrimination of any kind as to race, colour, sex, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.  
 
3. Developing countries, with due regard to human rights and their national economy, may determine 
to what extent they would guarantee the economic rights recognized in the present Covenant to non-
nationals.  
 
Article 3  
 
The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right of men and women to 
the enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights set forth in the present Covenant.  
 
Article 4  
 
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, in the enjoyment of those rights provided 
by the State in conformity with the present Covenant, the State may subject such rights only to such 
limitations as are determined by law only in so far as this may be compatible with the nature of these 
rights and solely for the purpose of promoting the general welfare in a democratic society.  
 
Article 5  
 
1. Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person any 
right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights or 
freedoms recognized herein, or at their limitation to a greater extent than is provided for in the 
present Covenant.  
 
2. No restriction upon or derogation from any of the fundamental human rights recognized or existing 
in any country in virtue of law, conventions, regulations or custom shall be admitted on the pretext 
that the present Covenant does not recognize such rights or that it recognizes them to a lesser extent.  
 

PART III 
 
 
 
Article 6  
 
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right to work, which includes the right of 
everyone to the opportunity to gain his living by work which he freely chooses or accepts, and will take 
appropriate steps to safeguard this right.  
 
2. The steps to be taken by a State Party to the present Covenant to achieve the full realization of this 
right shall include technical and vocational guidance and training programmes, policies and techniques 
to achieve steady economic, social and cultural development and full and productive employment 
under conditions safeguarding fundamental political and economic freedoms to the individual.  
 
Article 7  
 
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of just 
and favourable conditions of work which ensure, in particular:  
 
(a) Remuneration which provides all workers, as a minimum, with:  
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(i) Fair wages and equal remuneration for work of equal value without distinction of any kind, in 
particular women being guaranteed conditions of work not inferior to those enjoyed by men, with equal 
pay for equal work;  
 
(ii) A decent living for themselves and their families in accordance with the provisions of the present 
Covenant;  
 
(b) Safe and healthy working conditions; (c) Equal opportunity for everyone to be promoted in his 
employment to an appropriate higher level, subject to no considerations other than those of seniority 
and competence;  
 
(d ) Rest, leisure and reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with pay, as well as 
remuneration for public holidays  
 
Article 8  
 
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure:  
 
(a) The right of everyone to form trade unions and join the trade union of his choice, subject only to 
the rules of the organization concerned, for the promotion and protection of his economic and social 
interests. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right other than those prescribed by law 
and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public order or 
for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others;  
 
(b) The right of trade unions to establish national federations or confederations and the right of the 
latter to form or join international trade-union organizations;  
 
(c) The right of trade unions to function freely subject to no limitations other than those prescribed by 
law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public order 
or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others;  
 
(d) The right to strike, provided that it is exercised in conformity with the laws of the particular 
country.  
 
2. This article shall not prevent the imposition of lawful restrictions on the exercise of these rights by 
members of the armed forces or of the police or of the administration of the State. 3. Nothing in this 
article shall authorize States Parties to the International Labour Organisation Convention of 1948 
concerning Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize to take legislative measures 
which would prejudice, or apply the law in such a manner as would prejudice, the guarantees provided 
for in that Convention.  
 
Article 9  
 
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to social security, including 
social insurance.  
 
Article 10  
 
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that:  
 
1. The widest possible protection and assistance should be accorded to the family, which is the natural 
and fundamental group unit of society, particularly for its establishment and while it is responsible for 
the care and education of dependent children. Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of 
the intending spouses.  
 
2. Special protection should be accorded to mothers during a reasonable period before and after 
childbirth. During such period working mothers should be accorded paid leave or leave with adequate 
social security benefits.  
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3. Special measures of protection and assistance should be taken on behalf of all children and young 
persons without any discrimination for reasons of parentage or other conditions. Children and young 
persons should be protected from economic and social exploitation. Their employment in work harmful 
to their morals or health or dangerous to life or likely to hamper their normal development should be 
punishable by law. States should also set age limits below which the paid employment of child labour 
should be prohibited and punishable by law.  
 
Article 11 
 
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to an adequate standard 
of living for himself and his family, including adequate food, clothing and housing, and to the 
continuous improvement of living conditions. The States Parties will take appropriate steps to ensure 
the realization of this right, recognizing to this effect the essential importance of international co-
operation based on free consent. 
 
2. The States Parties to the present Covenant, recognizing the fundamental right of everyone to be 
free from hunger, shall take, individually and through international co-operation, the measures, 
including specific programmes, which are needed:  
 
(a) To improve methods of production, conservation and distribution of food by making full use of 
technical and scientific knowledge, by disseminating knowledge of the principles of nutrition and by 
developing or reforming agrarian systems in such a way as to achieve the most efficient development 
and utilization of natural resources;  
 
(b) Taking into account the problems of both food-importing and food-exporting countries, to ensure 
an equitable distribution of world food supplies in relation to need.  
 
Article 12 
 
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the 
highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.  
 
2. The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full realization of 
this right shall include those necessary for:  
 
(a) The provision for the reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant mortality and for the healthy 
development of the child;  
 
(b) The improvement of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene;  
 
(c) The prevention, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupational and other diseases;  
 
(d) The creation of conditions which would assure to all medical service and medical attention in the 
event of sickness.  
 
Article 13 
 
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to education. They agree 
that education shall be directed to the full development of the human personality and the sense of its 
dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. They further 
agree that education shall enable all persons to participate effectively in a free society, promote 
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all nations and all racial, ethnic or religious groups, and 
further the activities of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace.  
 
2. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, with a view to achieving the full 
realization of this right:  
 
(a) Primary education shall be compulsory and available free to all;  
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(b) Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational secondary education, 
shall be made generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and in particular 
by the progressive introduction of free education;  
 
(c) Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by every 
appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education;  
 
(d) Fundamental education shall be encouraged or intensified as far as possible for those persons who 
have not received or completed the whole period of their primary education;  
 
(e) The development of a system of schools at all levels shall be actively pursued, an adequate 
fellowship system shall be established, and the material conditions of teaching staff shall be 
continuously improved.  
 
3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents and, 
when applicable, legal guardians to choose for their children schools, other than those established by 
the public authorities, which conform to such minimum educational standards as may be laid down or 
approved by the State and to ensure the religious and moral education of their children in conformity 
with their own convictions.  
 
4. No part of this article shall be construed so as to interfere with the liberty of individuals and bodies 
to establish and direct educational institutions, subject always to the observance of the principles set 
forth in paragraph I of this article and to the requirement that the education given in such institutions 
shall conform to such minimum standards as may be laid down by the State.  
 
Article 14  
 
Each State Party to the present Covenant which, at the time of becoming a Party, has not been able to 
secure in its metropolitan territory or other territories under its jurisdiction compulsory primary 
education, free of charge, undertakes, within two years, to work out and adopt a detailed plan of 
action for the progressive implementation, within a reasonable number of years, to be fixed in the 
plan, of the principle of compulsory education free of charge for all.  
 
Article 15  
 
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone:  
 
(a) To take part in cultural life;  
 
(b) To enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications;  
 
(c) To benefit from the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from any scientific, 
literary or artistic production of which he is the author.  
 
2. The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full realization of 
this right shall include those necessary for the conservation, the development and the diffusion of 
science and culture. 3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to respect the freedom 
indispensable for scientific research and creative activity.  
 
4. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the benefits to be derived from the 
encouragement and development of international contacts and co-operation in the scientific and 
cultural fields.  
 

PART IV 
 
 
 
Article 16  
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1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to submit in conformity with this part of the 
Covenant reports on the measures which they have adopted and the progress made in achieving the 
observance of the rights recognized herein.  
 
2.  
 
(a) All reports shall be submitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall transmit 
copies to the Economic and Social Council for consideration in accordance with the provisions of the 
present Covenant;  
 
(b) The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall also transmit to the specialized agencies copies 
of the reports, or any relevant parts therefrom, from States Parties to the present Covenant which are 
also members of these specialized agencies in so far as these reports, or parts therefrom, relate to any 
matters which fall within the responsibilities of the said agencies in accordance with their constitutional 
instruments.  
 
Article 17 
 
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant shall furnish their reports in stages, in accordance with a 
programme to be established by the Economic and Social Council within one year of the entry into 
force of the present Covenant after consultation with the States Parties and the specialized agencies 
concerned.  
 
2. Reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of fulfilment of obligations under 
the present Covenant.  
 
3. Where relevant information has previously been furnished to the United Nations or to any 
specialized agency by any State Party to the present Covenant, it will not be necessary to reproduce 
that information, but a precise reference to the information so furnished will suffice.  
 
Article 18  
 
Pursuant to its responsibilities under the Charter of the United Nations in the field of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, the Economic and Social Council may make arrangements with the specialized 
agencies in respect of their reporting to it on the progress made in achieving the observance of the 
provisions of the present Covenant falling within the scope of their activities. These reports may 
include particulars of decisions and recommendations on such implementation adopted by their 
competent organs.  
 
Article 19  
 
The Economic and Social Council may transmit to the Commission on Human Rights for study and 
general recommendation or, as appropriate, for information the reports concerning human rights 
submitted by States in accordance with articles 16 and 17, and those concerning human rights 
submitted by the specialized agencies in accordance with article 18.  
 
Article 20  
 
The States Parties to the present Covenant and the specialized agencies concerned may submit 
comments to the Economic and Social Council on any general recommendation under article 19 or 
reference to such general recommendation in any report of the Commission on Human Rights or any 
documentation referred to therein.  
 
Article 21  
 
The Economic and Social Council may submit from time to time to the General Assembly reports with 
recommendations of a general nature and a summary of the information received from the States 
Parties to the present Covenant and the specialized agencies on the measures taken and the progress 
made in achieving general observance of the rights recognized in the present Covenant.  
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Article 22 
 
The Economic and Social Council may bring to the attention of other organs of the United Nations, 
their subsidiary organs and specialized agencies concerned with furnishing technical assistance any 
matters arising out of the reports referred to in this part of the present Covenant which may assist 
such bodies in deciding, each within its field of competence, on the advisability of international 
measures likely to contribute to the effective progressive implementation of the present Covenant.  
 
Article 23 
 
The States Parties to the present Covenant agree that international action for the achievement of the 
rights recognized in the present Covenant includes such methods as the conclusion of conventions, the 
adoption of recommendations, the furnishing of technical assistance and the holding of regional 
meetings and technical meetings for the purpose of consultation and study organized in conjunction 
with the Governments concerned.  
 
Article 24  
 
Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the provisions of the Charter of the 
United Nations and of the constitutions of the specialized agencies which define the respective 
responsibilities of the various organs of the United Nations and of the specialized agencies in regard to 
the matters dealt with in the present Covenant.  
 
Article 25  
 
Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the inherent right of all peoples to 
enjoy and utilize fully and freely their natural wealth and resources.  
 

PART V 
 
 
 
Article 26  
 
1. The present Covenant is open for signature by any State Member of the United Nations or member 
of any of its specialized agencies, by any State Party to the Statute of the International Court of 
Justice, and by any other State which has been invited by the General Assembly of the United Nations 
to become a party to the present Covenant.  
 
2. The present Covenant is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification shall be deposited with 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations.  
 
3. The present Covenant shall be open to accession by any State referred to in paragraph 1 of this 
article.  
 
4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations.  
 
5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States which have signed the present 
Covenant or acceded to it of the deposit of each instrument of ratification or accession.  
 
Article 27  
 
1. The present Covenant shall enter into force three months after the date of the deposit with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or instrument of 
accession.  
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2. For each State ratifying the present Covenant or acceding to it after the deposit of the thirty-fifth 
instrument of ratification or instrument of accession, the present Covenant shall enter into force three 
months after the date of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or instrument of accession.  
 
Article 28  
 
The provisions of the present Covenant shall extend to all parts of federal States without any 
limitations or exceptions.  
 
Article 29  
 
1. Any State Party to the present Covenant may propose an amendment and file it with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall thereupon communicate any proposed 
amendments to the States Parties to the present Covenant with a request that they notify him whether 
they favour a conference of States Parties for the purpose of considering and voting upon the 
proposals. In the event that at least one third of the States Parties favours such a conference, the 
Secretary-General shall convene the conference under the auspices of the United Nations. Any 
amendment adopted by a majority of the States Parties present and voting at the conference shall be 
submitted to the General Assembly of the United Nations for approval.  
 
2. Amendments shall come into force when they have been approved by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majority of the States Parties to the present Covenant in 
accordance with their respective constitutional processes.  
 
3. When amendments come into force they shall be binding on those States Parties which have 
accepted them, other States Parties still being bound by the provisions of the present Covenant and 
any earlier amendment which they have accepted.  
 
Article 30 
 
Irrespective of the notifications made under article 26, paragraph 5, the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations shall inform all States referred to in paragraph I of the same article of the following 
particulars:  
 
(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 26;  
 
(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under article 27 and the date of the entry 
into force of any amendments under article 29.  
 
Article 31  
 
1. The present Covenant, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally 
authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the United Nations.  
 
2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified copies of the present Covenant 
to all States referred to in article 26. 



International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)
New York, 16 December 1966

Entry into force: 3 January 1976, in accordance with article 27 1 . 
Registration: 3 January 1976, No. 14531. 
Status: Signatories: 69, Parties: 160. 

Text: 

United Nations, Treaty Series , vol. 993, p. 3 ; depositary notification 
C.N.781.2001.TREATIES-6 of 5 October 2001 [Proposal of correction 
to the original of the Covenant (Chinese authentic text) and 
C.N.7.2002.TREATIES-1 of 3 January 2002 [Rectification of the 
original of the Covenant (Chinese authentic text)].    

Note: The Covenant was opened for signature at New York on 19 December 1966. 

Ratified by India on 10 April 1979

India’s Declarations:

"I. With reference to article 1 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights  and  article  1  of  the  International  Covenant  on  Civil  and  Political  Rights,  the 
Government of the Republic of India declares that the words `the right of self-determination' 
appearing in [this article] apply only to the peoples under foreign domination and that these 
words do not apply to sovereign independent States or to a section of a people or nation--
which is the essence of national integrity.

"II. With reference to article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the 
Government of the Republic of India takes the position that the provisions of the article shall 
be so applied as to be in consonance with the provisions of clauses (3) to (7) of article 22 of 
the Constitution of India. Further under the Indian Legal System, there is no enforceable right 
to compensation for persons claiming to be victims of unlawful arrest or detention against the 
State.

"III. With respect to article 13 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the 
Government of the Republic of India reserves its right to apply its law relating to foreigners.

"IV. With reference to articles 4 and 8 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, and articles 12, 19 (3), 21 and 22 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights the Government of the Republic of India declares that the provisions of the 
said [article] shall be so applied as to be in conformity with the provisions of article 19 of the 
Constitution of India.

"V.  With reference to article 7 (c) of  the International  Covenant on Economic,  Social  and 
Cultural Rights, the Government of the Republic of India declares that the provisions of the 
said article shall be so applied as to be in conformity with the provisions of article 16(4) of the 
Constitution of India."

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/ratification/3.htm#N1%23N1
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Concluding Observations of the Committee on Economic,  
Social and Cultural Rights 

 
INDIA 

 
 

1. The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights considered the second to the 
fifth periodic report of India on the implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (E/C.12/IND/5) at its 14th, 15th and 16th meetings 
(E/C.12/2008/SR.14-16), held on 7 and 8 May 2008, and adopted, at its 25th meeting, held on 16 
May 2008, the following concluding observations. 
 

A. Introduction 
 
2. The Committee welcomes the submission of the combined second to fifth periodic report 
of the State party, despite the 15-year delay in its submission. The Committee notes that the 
report was generally prepared in conformity with the Committee’s guidelines, but regrets that no 
information was provided on articles 1 to 5 of the Covenant. The Committee also regrets that 
some of its questions posed to the State party in its list of issues (E/C.12/Q/IND/5) have 
remained unanswered. 
 
3. The Committee appreciates the opportunity afforded to hold a dialogue with 
representatives of the State party and the answers to the questions raised by the Committee. The 
Committee regrets however, that the information provided was in some cases not sufficiently 
detailed to advance the Committee’s assessment of the level of enjoyment of the rights provided 
for in the Covenant in the State party. 
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B. Positive aspects 
 
4. The Committee notes with satisfaction the legislative and other measures adopted by the 
State party to promote the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights, in particular: 
 

- The 2006 Prohibition of Child Marriage Act; 
- The 2005 National Rural Employment Guarantee Act recognizing employment as a 

matter of right; 
- The 2005 Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act; 
- The “Sarva Shikasha Abhiyan” (Education for All) programme adopted in 2005; 
- The “National Rural Health Mission”, launched in 2005, aimed to provide accessible, 

affordable and accountable quality health services; 
- The four-year time-bound plan, “Bharat Nirman” aimed to upgrade the rural 

infrastructures, launched in 2005; 
- The 2005 Right to Information Act, aimed to ensure accountability of the 

Government; 
- The 2004 amendments to the Indian Divorce Act and the Hindu Succession Act 

widening the scope for women to exercise their rights to divorce, ownership and 
inheritance; 

- The 2003 amendment to the Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques 
(Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act, 1994; 

- The 2002 Constitution (86th Amendment) Act, making education free and 
compulsory for all children aged 6 to 14; and 

- The 2000 Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, as amended by the 
2006 Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Amendment Act. 

 
5. The Committee welcomes the ratification, by the State party, of: 
 

- The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in 2007; 
- The Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of 

children, child prostitution and child pornography and on the involvement of children 
in armed conflict, in 2005; and 

- The ILO Convention No.105 (1957) on Abolition of Forced Labour, in 2000. 
 
6. The Committee notes with appreciation the important contribution made by the Supreme 
Court of the State party to the development of international jurisprudence in favour of the 
justiciability of economic, social and cultural rights, through its proactive interpretations of the 
Constitution. 
 

C. Factors and difficulties impeding the implementation of the Covenant 
 
7. The Committee notes the absence of any factors and difficulties impeding the 
implementation of the Covenant by the State party. 
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D. Principal subjects of concern 
 
8. The Committee notes with regret the position of the State party with regard to its legal 
obligations arising under the Covenant, specifically, that the realization of the rights it contains 
are entirely progressive in nature. 
 
9. The Committee is concerned that, despite the significant role played by the Supreme 
Court of India in interpreting the Constitution with a view to achieving justiciability of 
economic, social and cultural rights, the Covenant is not given its full effect in the legal system 
of the State party due to the absence of relevant domestic legislation. The Committee is also 
concerned by the non-implementation of court decisions by state authorities. 
 
10. The Committee is concerned about the absence of effective mechanisms to coordinate 
and ensure, at both the federal and state levels, administrative and policy measures relating to 
economic, social and cultural rights, which constitutes a major impediment to the equal and 
effective implementation of the Covenant in the State party.  
 
11. The Committee notes with concern that the National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) and the State Human Rights Commissions are not supported by adequate financial and 
other resources. The Committee is also concerned that the establishment of Human Rights 
Courts at the district level as envisaged by the 1993 Human Rights Act has not been 
implemented in most parts of the country, and that the mandate of the Human Rights Courts does 
not cover violations of economic, social and cultural rights.  
 
12. The Committee is deeply concerned about reports that human rights defenders, including 
those assisting individuals and communities in asserting their economic, social and cultural 
rights, are threatened, harassed and subjected to violence by state officials and law enforcement 
officers. In this connection, the Committee notes with concern the existence of national security 
legislation which grants impunity to state officials who violate human rights, including economic, 
social and cultural rights.  
 
13. The Committee is deeply concerned that in spite of the Constitutional guarantee of non-
discrimination as well as the criminal law provisions punishing acts of discrimination, 
widespread and often socially accepted discrimination, harassment and/or violence persist 
against members of certain disadvantaged and marginalized groups, including women, scheduled 
castes and scheduled tribes, indigenous peoples, the urban poor, informal sector workers, 
internally displaced persons, religious minorities such as the Muslim population, persons with 
disabilities and persons living with HIV/AIDS. The Committee is also concerned about the 
obstacles faced by the victims in accessing justice, including the high costs of litigation, the long 
delays in court proceedings and the non-implementation of court decisions by government 
authorities.  
 
14. The Committee notes with concern the lack of progress achieved by the State party in 
combating the persistent de facto caste-based discrimination that continues to prevail in spite of 
the legal prohibitions in place, most notably the 1989 Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
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(Prevention of Atrocities) Act. The Committee is particularly concerned at the low rate of 
prosecution of crimes against persons belonging to scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, and 
that discriminatory attitudes and prejudices in the enforcement of the law, especially by the 
police, is a serious obstacle in the victims’ access to justice.  
 
15. The Committee notes with concern that the recommendations of the 2006 Rajinder 
Sachar Committee report on the Social, Economic and Educational Status of the Muslim 
Community of India have not been sufficiently followed-up, and regrets the lack of actions taken 
by the federal and state union governments in this regard.  
 
16. The Committee is deeply concerned that, in spite of the commendable efforts by the State 
party in promoting equality between men and women, such as the adoption of the National 
Policy on Empowerment of Women (2001) and the adoption of the amendments to the Hindu 
Succession Act and the Indian Divorce Act in 2005 and 2001 respectively, widespread gender 
inequalities, cultural stereotypes and personal laws of minority groups continue to prevail, 
affecting negatively the equal enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights by women. The 
Committee notes with concern that, in particular, all the statistical data available before the 
Committee indicate the disadvantages disproportionately suffered by women in their enjoyment 
of economic, social and cultural rights, in particular, those belonging to disadvantaged and 
marginalized groups. 
 
17. The Committee is concerned about the weak enforcement of the Pre-conception and 
Prenatal Diagnostic Technique (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act, as amended in 2003, which 
has resulted in the high rate of abortions of the girl foetus and a skewed sex ratio which 
continues to worsen.  
 
18. The Committee notes with concern the disproportionate representation of women in the 
informal labour market and the significant gender disparities in wages. The Committee also 
notes with concern the low representation of women in decision-making.  
 
19. The Committee notes with concern, despite the legal prohibitions in place, including the 
1993 Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act, the 
1976 Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act and the 1986 Child Labour (Prohibition and 
Regulation) Act, the prevalence of bonded labour, the worst forms of child labour and other 
exploitative labour conditions in the State party. The Committee is concerned about the 
insufficient enforcement of existing labour legislation at the federal and the state levels, as well 
as the lack of awareness among employers of the existing rules and standards.  
 
20. The Committee notes with concern that the rapid and sustained economic growth in the 
State party has not been translated into employment growth that is sufficiently substantial to 
ensure compliance with the core obligations under article 6 of the Covenant, as highlighted in the 
Committee’s general comment No. 18 (2005) on the right to work. 
 
21. The Committee is concerned that, in spite of the enactment of the National and Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act in 2006, the high and increasing rate of unemployment and 
underemployment persists in the State party, particularly in the rural areas.  
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22. The Committee notes with concern the weak enforcement of the existing State minimum 
wages. The Committee is also concerned that the low levels of wages, particularly in the 
agricultural sector, are insufficient to provide a decent standard of living for workers and their 
families. 
 
23. The Committee is concerned about the numerous requirements of the State party with 
respect to trade unions, particularly those in the informal sector, in obtaining collective 
bargaining licences such as the minimum membership requirement for a union of 100 workers or 
10 per cent of the workforce under the 1926 Trade Unions Act, and a complete ban on strikes 
under the Essential Services Maintenance Act which does not prescribe an official list of the 
essential services that falls under its purview. The Committee also notes with concern that, 
pursuant to the 1964 Central Civil Services (Conduct) Rule, civil servants’ right to join trade 
unions and to strike is severely restricted.  
 
24. The Committee is concerned that, pending the adoption by the Parliament of the 
Unorganized Sector Worker's Social Security Bill, workers in the State party, a majority of 
whom are employed in the unorganized/informal sector, do not currently benefit from state-
administered social security protection. 
 
25. The Committee is deeply concerned about the lack of progress achieved by the State 
party in eliminating traditional practices and provisions of personal status laws that are harmful 
and discriminatory to women and girls, including sati, devadasi, witch-hunting, child marriages, 
dowry deaths and honour killings, in spite of the legal prohibitions such as the 2005 Domestic 
Violence Act, the 1961 Dowry Prohibition Act, the 1982 Prohibition of Dedication Act, the 1939 
Child Marriage Restraint Act and the 2006 Prohibition of Child Marriage Act. 
 
26. The Committee is concerned about the exceptionally high incidence of domestic violence 
against women and children in the State party, as well as the high proportion of children who are 
subjected to sexual abuse at home, in spite of the enactment of the Protection of Women from 
Domestic Violence Act of 2005. In this regard, the Committee deeply regrets the lax 
enforcement of the existing legislation for the protection of victims of domestic violence and the 
low rate of prosecution for such crimes under Section 498-A of the Indian Penal Code.  
 
27. The Committee notes with concern that trafficking in persons remains a serious problem 
faced by the State party. The Committee is particularly concerned that women and children 
belonging to scheduled castes and scheduled tribes make up a large proportion of victims of 
trafficking and sexual exploitation. The Committee is also concerned that victims of trafficking 
and sexual exploitation, rather than being afforded protection and rehabilitation, are prosecuted 
under the Immoral Trafficking Prevention Act (ITPA), and that there is no legislation that 
specifically criminalizes trafficking in persons. 
 
28. The Committee is deeply concerned that, despite the rapid economic growth achieved 
under the Ninth Plan (1997-2002) and the Tenth Plan (2002-07), high levels of poverty as well as 
serious food insecurity and shortages persist in the country, disproportionately affecting the 
population living in the poorer states and in rural areas, and the disadvantaged and marginalized 
groups. The Committee is also concerned that the State party, in its pursuit of economic growth, 
and in its definition of the poverty threshold exclusively in terms of consumption, has 
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overlooked its obligations to fully integrate human rights, particularly economic, social and 
cultural rights, in its poverty-reduction strategies. The Committee is also concerned about reports 
of corruption, inefficiency and discrimination in distribution that hamper access to food, 
particularly by the disadvantaged and marginalized groups of society who have been excluded 
from the benefits of the State party’s economic growth.  
 
29. The Committee is deeply concerned that the extreme hardship being experienced by 
farmers has led to an increasing incidence of suicides by farmers over the past decade. The 
Committee is particularly concerned that the extreme poverty among small-hold farmers caused 
by the lack of land, access to credit and adequate rural infrastructures, has been exacerbated by 
the introduction of genetically modified seeds by multinational corporations and the ensuing 
escalation of prices of seeds, fertilizers and pesticides, particularly in the cotton industry. 
 
30. The Committee is concerned about the lack of a national housing policy which 
particularly addresses the needs of the disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups, 
including those living in slums who are reportedly growing in numbers, by providing them with 
low-cost housing units. The Committee also regrets that sufficient information was not provided 
by the State party on the extent and causes of homelessness in the State party. The Committee is 
also concerned that while housing is under the responsibility of the State Government, the 
oversight exercised by the Federal Government is insufficient to ensure effective implementation 
of the existing strategies and policies to ensure the right to housing for all.  
 
31. The Committee, while noting that the draft resettlement and rehabilitation bill is currently 
before Parliament, remains deeply concerned about the reports of displacement and forced 
evictions in the context of land acquisition by private and state actors for the purposes of 
development projects, including constructions of dams and mining, and that the members of 
disadvantaged and marginalized groups, in particular, the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, 
are adversely affected by such displacement from their homes, lands and their sources of 
livelihood. The Committee is also concerned that urban renewal projects, sporting events, 
infrastructure expansion, environmental projects and more recently, the designation of large 
areas as tax-free special economic zones, have resulted in the displacement of millions of 
families, most of whom have not received adequate compensation and rehabilitation. 
Furthermore, the Committee is concerned about the lack of effective consultations and legal 
redress for persons affected by displacement and by forced evictions, and the inadequate 
measures to provide sufficient compensation or alternative housing to those who have been 
removed from their homes and/or their ancestral lands.  
 
32. The Committee is concerned about the reported delays and inadequacies of the post-
tsunami rehabilitation process in the affected districts of Tamil Nadu. The Committee notes with 
concern that, according to the Public Accounts Committee 2007-2008 report, large amounts of 
tsunami funds have been diverted from rehabilitation. The Committee regrets that the State party 
has not provided adequate information on the post-tsunami situation. 
 
33. The Committee is concerned that, despite the economic growth achieved by the State 
party, health-care expenditures remain exceptionally low at around 1 per cent of GDP, and that a 
significant proportion of the population continues to have limited or no access to basic health 
services, resulting in alarmingly high rates of maternal and infant mortality, as well as high 
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incidences of tuberculosis and other communicable diseases. The Committee is also concerned 
about the rising HIV/AIDS infections, and the lack of reliable information available regarding 
persons affected by mental health illnesses.  
 
34. The Committee is concerned about the shortage of access to safe drinking water and the 
presence of heavy metals in ground water.  
 
35. The Committee is concerned about the overcrowding and sub-standard conditions in 
prisons which are operating at 200-300 per cent of their maximum capacity, which have given 
rise to a disproportionately high rate of tuberculosis and other health problems affecting the 
prisoners. 
 
36. The Committee is concerned that survivors of the 1984 gas leak from the Union Carbide 
India Limited pesticide plant in Bhopal are continuing to suffer serious long-term health effects 
of the gas exposure, and that the State efforts to provide rehabilitation and monetary 
compensation have largely been inadequate. 
 
37. The Committee is concerned that the prevailing widespread phenomenon of early 
marriages, the high rate of maternal mortality and the rapid spread of HIV/AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted diseases in the State party, can be attributed largely to the lack of sex and 
reproductive education that is still viewed to be taboo in the State party. 
 
38. The Committee notes with concern that the universal health-care scheme in the State 
party falls short of providing for universal coverage, excluding a considerable portion of the 
population. The Committee is also concerned that the quality and the availability of the health 
services provided under the scheme have been adversely affected by the large-scale privatization 
of the health service in the State party, impacting in particular on the poorest sections of the 
population.  
 
39. The Committee is concerned that trade in human organs, particularly in kidneys, is 
prevalent in the State party and that it is on the increase. 
 
40. The Committee is concerned that, despite the efforts made by the State party to achieve 
universal primary education, including the adoption of the Constitution (86th Amendment) Act 
in 2002 which makes the right to primary education a fundamental right, and the “Sarva 
Shikasha Abhiyan” (Education for All) programme, aimed at achieving 100 per cent primary 
enrolment, the wide disparity in enrolment and dropout rates in primary schools continue to 
persist, negatively affecting, in particular, girls, Muslim children and children belonging to 
scheduled castes and scheduled tribes.  
 
41. The Committee notes with concern the generally low quality of education in, and the 
underfunding of, public schools. 
 
42. The Committee is concerned that adult illiteracy rates continue to remain high, especially 
among disadvantaged and marginalized groups, women and among those living in poverty. 
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43. The Committee notes with regret the absence of human rights education in the school 
curricula in the State party. 
 
44. The Committee notes with concern that some of the development measures and projects 
that have been carried out have not sufficiently taken into account the way of life and specific 
forms of livelihood of numerous communities in India, in particular the scheduled tribes in the 
northeast, thus affecting their right of everyone to take part in cultural life.  
 

E. Suggestions and Recommendations 
 
45. The Committee is of the view that the State party has within its power the ability to 
immediately implement the rights in Part II of the Covenant as required, and to meet, at the least, 
its core obligations for the progressive realization of the rights in Part III of the Covenant. The 
Committee therefore urges the State party to review its position regarding its legal obligations 
arising under the Covenant in light of the Committee’s statement on the evaluation of the 
obligation to take steps to the “maximum of its available resources” under an optional protocol to 
the Covenant (E/C.12/2007/1), and its general comments No. 13 (1999) and No. 14 (2000) in 
relation to core obligations. The Committee also encourages the State party to ensure that the 
provisions of the Covenant are taken into consideration in legislative and administrative policy 
and decision-making processes. 
 
46. The Committee recommends that the State party review all aspects of its negotiations 
with trade agreements, including those with the EU and the EFTA, in light of its obligations 
under the Covenant to ensure that economic, social and cultural rights, particularly of the most 
disadvantaged and marginalized groups, are not undermined. 
 
47. The Committee recommends that the State party take necessary legal measures to give 
full effect to the Covenant in domestic law, and to provide the Committee in its next periodic 
report, with further clarification regarding the direct applicability of the Covenant by domestic 
courts and citing relevant case law. In this respect, the Committee draws the attention of the 
State party to its general comment No. 9 (1998) on the domestic application of the Covenant. 
Furthermore, the Committee urges the State party to ensure that judicial training take full 
account of the justiciability of Covenant rights and that all court decisions are fully implemented 
by the relevant authorities without delay. The Committee also recommends that the State party 
take effective measures to increase awareness of the rights enshrined in the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights among the public at large. 
 
48. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that the complexities arising from 
the federal structure of the Government and the delineation of responsibilities between federal 
and state levels do not result in the lack of effective implementation of the Covenant in the State 
party. 
 
49. The Committee recommends that the State party increase its efforts to enhance 
the effectiveness of the National Human Rights Commission and the State Human Rights 
Commissions, in particular through adequate budget allocations. The Paris Principles as well as 
General Assembly Resolution 48/134 relating to the status of national institutions for the 
promotion and protection of human rights, should be taken into consideration in matters relating 
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to the reform of the NHRC and the establishment of State Commissions. The Committee further 
recommends that the State party ensure that State and Union Territories establish their respective 
Human Rights Commissions and Human Rights Courts, and enable the latter to consider 
violations of economic, social and cultural rights. 
 
50. The Committee urges the State party to take all necessary measures for the protection of 
human rights defenders against any violence, threats, retaliation, pressure or any arbitrary action 
as a consequence of their activities. The Committee recommends that the State party improve its 
human rights training for law enforcement officials especially police officers, and ensure that all 
allegations of human rights violations are promptly and thoroughly investigated by an 
independent body capable of prosecuting perpetrators. The Committee also recommends that the 
State party consider repealing the Armed Forces Special Powers Act. 
 
51. The Committee requests the State party to submit, in its next periodic report, updated 
annually collected comparative data disaggregated by sex, age, caste, ethnicity, religion and by 
region, regarding all the provisions in the Covenant, paying particular attention to the 
disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and groups. The Committee also requests the State 
party to include, in its next periodic report, annual comparative data, disaggregated by sex, age, 
caste, ethnicity, religion and by region, the percentage of the gross domestic product allotted for 
education, health and housing programmes in the country. 
 
52. The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen enforcement of existing legal 
prohibitions of discrimination and, in addition consider enacting comprehensive administrative, 
civil and/or criminal anti-discrimination legislation guaranteeing the right to equal treatment and 
protection against discrimination, specifically prohibiting discrimination in employment, social 
security, housing, healthcare and education on the grounds of race, colour, sex, language, 
religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status, as 
stipulated in article 2(2) of the Covenant. The Committee also urges the State party to step up 
efforts to remove obstacles faced by victims of discrimination when seeking redress though the 
courts. 
 
53. The Committee stresses the need for a determined enforcement of the criminal justice 
system, and recommends that the State party strengthen procedures for prompt and impartial 
investigations and effective prosecutions of all allegations of violations under the 1989 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act. The Committee also 
recommends that the State party improve awareness-raising and training programmes regarding 
the treatment of caste-based and other crimes related to discriminatory attitudes and prejudices, 
for professionals engaged in the administration of justice including judges, public prosecutors, 
lawyers and law enforcement officials, in particular members of the police, and remove any 
other existing obstacles faced by victims in accessing justice. The Committee further encourages 
the State party to expand throughout the State, preventive programmes to curb violence against 
persons belonging to scheduled castes and scheduled tribes, especially women. 
 
54. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure full implementation of the 
recommendations contained in the Sachar Committee report without further delay, with a view to 
ensuring the realization of the economic, social and cultural rights of Muslims in the State party, 
in particular, Muslim Other Backward Classes (OBCs) and Muslim women. 
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55. The Committee recommends that the State party further strengthen efforts to raise public 
awareness about gender equality, including by providing adequate support to the National 
Commission for Women and the State Commissions for Women.  
 
56. The Committee recommends that the State party sensitize and train medical professionals 
on the criminal nature of sex selection with a view to ensuring stringent enforcement of the Pre-
conception and Prenatal Diagnostic Technique (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Act.  
 
57. The Committee recommends that the State party undertake and enforce effectively 
measures to ensure equal treatment between men and women in the labour market, and to 
consider enacting legislation on equal pay for work of equal value in both the public and the 
private sectors, and for such legislation to be adopted at the State level. The Committee also 
recommends that the State party continue to make use of affirmative action measures to promote 
active political participation of women.  
 
58. The Committee requests the State party to include in its next periodic report, in addition 
to the requests already mentioned in previous paragraphs, a specific section on:  
 

(a) The results of the measures taken to combat discrimination of all forms; 
 

(b) The situation of women and the extent to which they enjoy the right to own land and 
property independent of their male relatives; 

 
(c) The impact of the micro-credit programme for women, the progress achieved and the 

difficulties encountered;  
 

(d) Detailed information regarding street children; and  
 
(e) Annual data, disaggregated by age, sex, caste, ethnicity and religion, as well as 

specific benchmarks, to enable adequate monitoring and evaluation of the progress 
achieved. 

 
59. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure the right to decent work and 
provide sufficient resources to the labour inspectorate to enable regular and independent 
inspections of health and safety conditions in all sectors. In this regard, the State party should 
take effective measures to ensure that violations concerning prohibited labour practices, such as 
bonded labour, manual scavenging and the worst forms of child labour are stringently prosecuted 
and employers duly sanctioned. The Committee recommends that the State party launch a 
national campaign to abolish manual scavenging and other degrading forms of work and to 
provide information on the results achieved in its next periodic report. The Committee further 
recommends that measures to rehabilitate affected children, to monitor their work conditions and 
their living conditions following removal from such work, be strengthened and significantly 
expanded to cover all children engaged in the worst forms of child labour. The Committee also 
recommends that the State party consider ratifying the following ILO Conventions: No. 182 
(1999) on the Worst Forms of Child Labour; No. 138 (1973) on Minimum Age; and No. 174 
(1993) on Prevention of Major Industrial Accidents.  
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60. The Committee recommends that the State party provide, in its next periodic report, 
information on the measures taken within the framework of the Tenth and the Eleventh Plans to 
achieve an adequate rate of employment growth in order to ensure the fullest possible enjoyment 
of the rights under article 6 of the Covenant. The Committee further recommends that the State 
party provide the necessary conditions to encourage private sector employers to create additional 
jobs in the process of economic growth.  
 
61. The Committee recommends that the State party reinforce its programmes designed to 
reduce unemployment and in this regard, to target on a priority basis the most affected groups 
and regions. In this connection, the Committee recommends that the State party consider 
ratifying the ILO Convention No. 2 (1919) on Unemployment. The Committee further 
recommends that the State party take necessary measures to ensure effectively the full 
implementation of the provisions foreseen under the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act.  
 
62. The Committee encourages the State party to ensure that the state minimum wages are 
fully enforced throughout its territory, and in all sectors, with a view to enabling all workers and 
their families to enjoy an adequate standard of living. The Committee also encourages the State 
party to establish an effective system of indexation and regular adjustment of the minimum wage 
to the cost of living. 
 
63. The Committee recommends that the State party remove, in law and practice, obstacles to 
trade unions’ rights to conduct collective bargaining, and to pay particular attention to the 
workers’ rights in Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and Export Processing Zones (EPZs). In 
particular, the Committee recommends that the State party consider amending the 1964 Central 
Civil Services (Conduct) Rule with a view to lifting the restrictions imposed on civil servants’ 
right to join trade unions and on their right to strike, and to clearly define “essential services” as 
stipulated by the Essential Services Maintenance Act. The Committee recommends that the State 
party to consider ratifying the ILO Convention No. 98 (1949) on the Right to Organize and 
Collective Bargaining. 
 
64. The Committee recommends that the State party adopt the Unorganized Sector Workers 
Social Security Bill without delay, and ensure, in line with the Committee’s general 
recommendation No.19 (2007)on the right to social security,, that the very large sections of the 
population which are still not adequately covered by the social security system of the State party 
become entitled to social security benefits which provide for the minimum standards in respect 
of, inter alia, health, maternity benefit, old age benefit, labour accident insurance and dependants 
benefit. The Committee recommends that the State party consider ratifying the ILO Convention 
No.102 (1952) on Social Security (Minimum Standards), and requests that it provide detailed 
information in its next periodic report on the extent of the coverage of its social security system 
for the unorganized/informal sector.  
 
65. The Committee strongly recommends that the State party strictly enforce the law 
prohibiting harmful and discriminatory practices that violate the rights of women and girls, and 
to undertake effective public education measures, including awareness-raising programmes 
designed to eliminate gender-based prejudices, traditional practices and provisions of personal 
status laws that are harmful and discriminatory to women and girls. The Committee requests that 
the State party provide detailed information in its next periodic report on the extent of these 
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practices and the measures being taken to strictly enforce its laws for the protection of women 
and girls from such harmful practices. 
 
66. The Committee recommends that the State party enact a law that criminalizes trafficking 
in persons and commercial sexual exploitation of women and children. The Committee also 
recommends that the State party, while strengthening its efforts to bring perpetrators to justice, 
ensure that victims are not penalized and are systematically provided with rehabilitation and 
legal assistance. The Committee further recommends that the State party strengthen preventive 
measures, such as awareness-raising campaigns, that target economically-depressed areas as well 
as disadvantaged and marginalized groups. 
 
67. The Committee recommends that the State party ensure that the Protection of Women 
from Domestic Violence Act and Section 498-A of the Indian Penal Code are enforced 
effectively in all of its states and union territories, and that law enforcement officials, judges, 
lawyers, social workers and medical professionals are duly trained on the serious and criminal 
nature of domestic violence. The Committee requests that the State party provide in its next 
periodic report, detailed information on the extent of domestic violence, and on the legislative 
and other measures taken to address this phenomenon, including facilities and remedies provided 
for victims.  
 
68. The Committee recommends that the State party, in the context of the Eleventh Plan 
(2007-12), take urgent measures to address the issue of poverty and food insecurity. In this 
regard, the Committee recommends that the State party review its national poverty threshold, 
taking into account its Statement on Poverty and the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, adopted on 4 May 2001 (E/2002/22-E/C.12/2001/17, annex VII) and 
establish specific mechanisms to monitor the implementation of poverty-reduction strategies and 
evaluate the progress achieved. The Committee requests the State party to provide, in its next 
periodic report, detailed annual data on the incidence and depth of poverty, disaggregated by 
gender, caste, ethnicity and by region. 
 
69. The Committee urges the State party, in addition to the full implementation of the 
planned farmer debt waiver programme, to take all necessary measures to address the extreme 
poverty among small-holding farmers and to increase agricultural productivity as a matter of 
priority, by, inter alia: developing the rural infrastructures including irrigation as part of the 
Bharat Nirman programme; providing financial and other forms of assistance to families of 
suicide victims; ensuring that the existing agricultural insurance schemes, including the Crop 
Insurance Scheme and the Calamity Relief Fund, are fully implemented and are accessible to all 
farmers; providing state subsidies to enable farmers to purchase generic seeds which they are 
able to re-use, with a view to eliminating their dependency on multinational corporations. The 
Committee also recommends that the State party review the Seed Bill (2004) in light of its 
obligations under the Covenant and draw the attention of the State party to paragraph. 19 of tits 
general comment No.12 (1999)on the right to adequate food..  
 
70. The Committee urges the State party to address the acute shortage of affordable housing 
by adopting a national strategy and a plan of action on adequate housing and by building or 
providing low-cost rental housing units, especially for the disadvantaged and low income groups, 
including those living in slums. In this connection, the Committee reminds the State party of its 
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obligations under article 11 of the Covenant and refers to its general comment No. 4 (1991) on 
the right to adequate housing to guide the Government’s housing policies. The Committee also 
requests the State party to provide, in its next periodic report, detailed information on 
homelessness in the State party and the extent of inadequate housing, disaggregated by, inter alia, 
sex, caste, ethnicity and religion. 
 
71. The Committee recommends that the State party take immediate measures to effectively 
enforce laws and regulations prohibiting displacement and forced evictions, and ensure that 
persons evicted from their homes and lands be provided with adequate compensation and/or 
offered alternative accommodation, in accordance with the guidelines adopted by the Committee 
in its general comment No. 7 (1997) on forced evictions The Committee also recommends that, 
prior to implementing development and urban renewal projects, sporting events and other similar 
activities, the State party should undertake open, participatory and meaningful consultations with 
affected residents and communities. In this connection, the Committee draws the attention of the 
State party to its general comment No. 4 (1991) and further requests the State party to provide 
information in its next periodic report on progress achieved in this regard, including 
disaggregated statistics relating to forced evictions.  
 
72. The Committee urges the State party to conduct the post-tsunami rehabilitation process in 
the affected areas of Tamil Nadu with transparency and in full consideration of its obligation to 
respect and protect the economic, social and cultural rights of the survivors. The Committee 
requests the State party to provide, in its next periodic report, detailed information regarding the 
rehabilitation process and the extent to which the affected groups were consulted throughout the 
different stages of the process.  
 
73. The Committee recommends that the State party significantly increase its health-care 
expenditure, giving the highest priority to reducing maternal and infant mortality rates and to 
preventing and treating serious communicable diseases, including HIV/AIDS. The Committee 
further recommends that the State party take effective measures to fully implement the National 
Rural Health Mission (2005-2012) and ensure the quality, affordability and accessibility of 
health services without hidden costs, especially for disadvantaged and marginalized individuals 
and groups. In this respect, the Committee draws the attention of the State party to its general 
comment No. 14 (2000) on the right to the highest attainable standard of health and requests the 
State party to provide, in its next periodic report, detailed information, on a disaggregated and 
comparative basis, regarding the progress it has achieved in this regard. The Committee also 
recommends that State party undertake a systematic assessment of policy measures and the 
realities of mental illness with a view to improving the treatment of and care for persons with 
mental illnesses. 
 
74. The Committee recommends that the State party take effective measures to ensure 
equitable access to safe drinking water by rigorously enforcing existing laws on water treatment 
and effectively monitoring compliance. The Committee requests the State party to report on 
these issues by providing comparative and disaggregated data in its next periodic report, bearing 
in mind the Committee’s general comment No. 15 (2002) on the right to water. 
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75. The Committee recommends that the State party strengthen its measures to improve the 
sanitary and hygienic conditions in prisons and to ensure that the right to mental and physical 
health of all prisoners is respected, in accordance with article 12 of the Covenant. 
 
76. The Committee recommends the State party to provide, without further delay, adequate 
compensation, and wherever possible, rehabilitative measures, to survivors of the Bhopal leak 
and their families. The Committee requests the State party to provide detailed information in this 
regard in its next periodic report.  
 
77. The Committee recommends that the State party expand availability and accessibility of 
reproductive and sexual health information and services for everyone, and ensure that the 
educational programmes, including within the school curriculum, as well as services on sexual 
and reproductive health, are widely available. 
 
78. The Committee recommends that the State party substantially increase funds allocated to 
public health and to provide additional incentives in order to prevent further loss of medical 
professionals from the public health services. The Committee also urges the State party to take 
all necessary measures to ensure universal access to affordable primary health care. The 
Committee also requests the State party to provide information on the measures to regulate the 
private health-care sector.  
 
79. The Committee recommends that the State party give high priority to address the problem 
of trade in human organs and to provide information on the progress achieved in its next periodic 
report. 
 
80. The Committee urges the State party to continue to make determined efforts to achieve 
universal primary education, compulsory and free of charge, by, inter alia, taking further 
initiatives to eliminate child marriages, child labour especially of school-aged children, and 
targeting disadvantaged and marginalized groups in particular. 
 
81. The Committee recommends that the State party allocate increased funding to public 
schools, ensuring that teachers are fully trained and qualified.  
 
82. The Committee recommends that the State party intensify its literacy programmes for 
adults, and to adopt awareness-raising campaigns and programmes on the value of literacy. Such 
strategies and awareness-raising campaigns and programmes should be designed and targeted 
especially for the disadvantaged and marginalized groups, in particular, women and those living 
in poverty.  
 
83. The Committee encourages the State party to provide human rights education in schools 
at all levels and in universities, cultivating values of tolerance, social inclusion and participation. 
The Committee also encourages the State party to make increased efforts to raise awareness 
about human rights, in particular economic, social and cultural rights, among State officials, the 
judiciary and the public at large. 
 
84. The Committee recommends that the State party consider going beyond the creation of 
museums and hosting of exhibitions as a way of preserving and promoting culture, and to ensure 
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that no development initiative is carried out without effective consultation with the local 
communities, and that any potential negative impact on their right of everyone to take part in 
cultural life be taken into serious consideration when conducting social audits.  
 
85. The Committee requests the State party to disseminate the present concluding 
observations widely among all levels of society, particularly among Federal and State 
government officials as well as judicial authorities, and to inform the Committee on the steps 
that it has taken to implement them in its next periodic report. 
 
86. The Committee also encourages the State party to engage non-governmental 
organizations and other members of civil society in the process of discussion at the national level 
prior to the submission of its next periodic report. 
 
87. The Committee invites the State party to submit its core document in accordance with the 
2006 harmonized guidelines on a common core document (HRI/GEN/2/Rev.4). 
 
88. The Committee encourages the State party to consider ratifying the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment without further delay. 
The Committee also encourages the State party to consider ratifying the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 
Families. 
 
89. The Committee requests the State party to submit its sixth periodic report by 30 June 
2011 and to include in that report, detailed information on the steps it has undertaken to 
implement the recommendations contained in the present concluding observations. 
 

----- 
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